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This information applies to the following course:
· BSc (Hons) Acupuncture

Important information about your course 

Course delivery

The course is delivered at the College of Integrated Chinese Medicine's teaching site in Reading, Berkshire, with a number of online teaching sessions scheduled throughout each year.
The final year is dedicated to clinical practice. During this time, you will attend the college one day per week for nine months, gaining hands-on experience by treating your own patients under supervision. In addition, you are required to complete a minimum of 20 hours of clinical observation each year, either within the college clinic or at approved external placements.
Assessment is varied throughout the programme, with a range of assignment and examination formats designed to support different learning styles and provide students with multiple opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge, practical skills, and clinical competence.
Upon successful completion of the course, you will be eligible to apply for membership of the British Acupuncture Council (BAcC). Membership of the BAcC demonstrates that you have met nationally recognised standards of education, professional practice, and ethical conduct, allowing you to practise as a professional acupuncturist and reassuring patients that they are receiving care from a fully qualified practitioner
Students who thrive in acupuncture training typically have strong interpersonal and communication skills, empathy, and an interest in supporting the wellbeing of diverse individuals. They are curious about health from both traditional and contemporary perspectives, willing to combine hands-on clinical skills with academic study, and open to reflective and evidence-informed practice. Good manual dexterity, organisation, and a commitment to personal and professional development are valuable, as many graduates progress into independent practice. A genuine motivation to help others and an appreciation for holistic approaches to health are key attributes for prospective students.



Enhanced DBS Check and police checks 
Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) clearance is a course requirement. DBS checks are required due to the nature of working with vulnerable groups, including children and adults, and are a requirement of the regulatory bodies governing courses. If you have lived outside the UK for six months or more in the last five years, you will also need to provide a police-check from the relevant country or countries. You are responsible for covering the cost of your enhanced DBS Check and any Police Checks required. These costs are non-refundable. 
Students must subscribe to the DBS update service for the duration of the course so that DBS clearance can be confirmed as required. 
Costs:
•	Enhanced DBS Check: approx. £58.
•	Police checks: Subject to local charges.
•	DBS update service: currently £16 per annum, plus a £5 admin fee.

Applicants with criminal convictions
Having a criminal record does not automatically stop you from studying at the university. However, the university is legally required to check that students who will take part in regulated activities, such as placements involving children or vulnerable adults, are suitable to do so, and also has a duty to protect the wider HSU student, staff and patient community.
Any unfiltered criminal convictions that you declare, or that are found through these checks, will be reviewed under the university’s Criminal Convictions Procedure. You will be told the outcome. The university may withdraw an offer if a conviction is not considered suitable for the course, or if you do not take part in the checking process.
You should tell the university as soon as possible about any unfiltered convictions, cautions, reprimands, or warnings to avoid delays. More information about unfiltered offences is available on the DBS website.
If you are subject to any cautions, reprimands, warnings, charges or conviction during your time as a student you must declare these to the university immediately.


Pre-enrolment fitness to practice declaration
You are required to complete a pre-enrolment fitness to practice declaration for this course and will be sent a form with questions to complete. 

These questions form part of the normal application process in organisations such as the British Acupuncture Council (BAC), and have been adopted by all accredited acupuncture colleges and courses based in the UK.

Your answers will also enable us to give you guidance about your eligibility to register, once you have qualified, with the BAC. However, please note that we cannot guarantee eligibility for registration as this will be at the discretion of the BAC and/or any future statutory register.
Please ensure that you complete this form openly and honestly and fully disclose any information which may be relevant. The information you provide will be treated in strict confidence and will not be shared with third parties without your knowledge and consent.
If the screening highlights any health concerns which may impact your ability to participate in your course or chosen career, we will contact you to discuss this. In limited circumstances it may be necessary to withdraw your offer.

Guidance for Applicants with a Disability or Health Condition 
We are keen to support students who wish to share a disability or health condition and encourage you to discuss this with us at the earliest opportunity so we can support you throughout your enrolment and student journey. At this time, our buildings have certain areas that may pose challenges for students with mobility needs. If you have any specific accessibility requirements or would like information or guidance, please contact For queries relating to student support regarding a disability or health condition, please contact Registrar, Jo Brown, jobrown@cicm.org.uk 

Practical teaching
In practical classes, students practise examination and treatment skills on each other in mixed-gender groups. This involves physical contact with other students. 
If you have any concerns about this, you should contact the university before applying or accepting an offer. If your concerns relate to religion, disability, or another protected characteristic, the university will discuss reasonable adjustments where possible. Any adjustments must still allow you to meet the course requirements and professional standards.
For more information, please contact jobrown@cicm.org.uk 

Clinical uniform
Students require a white coat or scrubs for clinical observations and treating patients and a gown for practical classes.

Clinical equipment
All students require a cun locator. These are available to purchase from the College reception. 
For the second year you will need to purchase a blood pressure monitor and most students prefer to purchase automatic monitors.   
We recommend you invest in a monitor validated for home use by the British and Irish Hypertension Society.  Here is a link to the current list: https://bihsoc.org/bp-monitors/for-home-use/    The Omron M2 Compact has some good features, available at Amazon OMRON X2 Basic – Automatic Upper Arm blood pressure monitor for home use, clinically validated, with irregular heartbeat detection and cuff wrapping guide for easy measurements and accurate results : Amazon.co.uk: Health & Personal Care

Reading list
A recommended reading list is provided to all offer holders.  These books are available from various sources including Oxford Medical, Balance Healthcare, and Acumedic who offer student discounts.  
Essential textbooks: 
· Hicks, A. Hicks, J. and Mole, P. (2011) Five Element Constitutional Acupuncture.  2nd ed. London. Elsevier Health Sciences. (approx £50)
· Maciocia, G. (2015). The Foundations of Chinese Medicine: a Comprehensive Text for Acupuncturists and Herbalists. 3rd ed. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone. ISBN: 9780702052163, CD MAC A.  (approx £75)
· Maciocia, G. (2008). The Practice of Chinese Medicine. 2nd Revised ed. London: Elsevier Health Sciences (approx £110)
· Stephenson, C (2017) The Acupuncturist's Guide to Conventional Medicine 2nd Edition Singing Dragon (approx £65)

First Aid Certificate
All students are required to have an up-to-date first aid certificate before starting the clinical phase of the degree in year three. It is the student’s responsibility to arrange, complete and cover the cost of a suitable first aid course.

Vaccinations

All Acupuncture students are strongly advised to be immunised against Covid-19, occupational Hepatitis B and to ensure that your immunisations against Polio, TB, Tetanus, MMR, Diphtheria, and Varicella, and the seasonal flu are up to date. 
These vaccinations are not mandatory, however you must confirm your current vaccination status in writing to us before you may practice needling on another person. If you originally decide not to be vaccinated but later change your mind, you must inform us of this in writing. 













Additional costs summary
Students should be aware that there may be other course costs in addition to course fees. Potential costs you may need to consider are provided in the table below, but please note that this is not an exhaustive list. 
All fees are correct at the time of writing and may be subject to change.

	Item 
	Cost 

	Accommodation & Living Costs 
Students are responsible for making their own accommodation and living arrangements for the duration of their studies.


	
Costs vary depending on personal preferences, accommodation supplier and location. 

	Enhanced DBS Check and Police Checks
You are responsible for covering the cost of your Enhanced DBS Check and any Police Checks required. These costs are non-refundable.
Students must subscribe to the DBS update service for the duration of the course so that  DBS clearance can be confirmed as required.



	
Enhanced DBS Check: approx. £58

Police checks: Subject to local charges.

DBS update service: currently £16 per annum, plus a £5 admin fee.

	Uniform and clothing
Students must purchase their own white coat for clinic observations and working with patients.

A gown is also required for point location classes.
	
Costs subject to brand and supplier.

Gowns are available to purchase from the CICM campus for £6.50.

	Clinical equipment
Students must purchase their own cun locator available from Acu Locator (harmonymedical.co.uk) or Acu Locator (jcm.co.uk).

For the second year you will need to purchase a blood pressure monitor and most students prefer to purchase automatic monitors.  We recommend you invest in a monitor validated for home use by the British and Irish Hypertension Society.

	
Cun locator: approx. £25 depending on supplier.
Blood pressure monitor: approx. £25 depending on supplier.

	First aid course
Emergency First Aid at Work (EFAW) qualification needed for student clinic in third year, students are responsible for covering the cost of this.

	
Approx £100

	 Health Costs
All Acupuncture students are strongly advised to be immunised against Covid-19, occupational Hepatitis B and to ensure that your immunisations against Polio, TB, Tetanus, MMR, Diphtheria, and Varicella, and the seasonal flu are up to date. 
These vaccinations are not mandatory, however you must confirm your current vaccination status in writing to us before you may practice needling on another person. If you originally decide not to be vaccinated but later change your mind, you must inform us of this in writing. 
	
Cost dependent on provider.



	Student Card 
You will be given a Student ID Card at no charge at the point of registration. Replacement cards will be issued at cost to the student.


	
£10.00 (non-refundable) per replacement card.

	Travel costs
Students are expected to arrange and fund their own travel to and from university. 



	
Costs vary depending on individual travel arrangements. 



	Teaching materials
Students are provided with a list of expected reading. Students can choose to purchase these new or second hand and may be able to access some online.

	
Costs vary dependent on supplier and format.

	Photocopying/printing
Some assignments require the submission of a printed paper copy. Students must cover photocopying/printing costs except for necessary copying of patient records required in clinic. 
	Should you print on site, there is a 20p per sheet donation requested.

	IT Equipment
Students are advised to purchase their own laptop or tablet to support their studies.

	
Costs vary depending on personal preferences.

	Clinical Locker
We are unable to offer any storage facilities for personal belongings of students in first or second year.  Students can hire the use of a locker in their third year.
	Current hire fee for third year only -  £10 (refundable on return of locker key).


	Graduation
Students who successfully complete their course are invited to attend a graduation ceremony. This is optional.

Graduates can attend the ceremony free of charge but must hire a gown from our approved supplier.

Guest tickets for friends and family may be subject to a fee. Graduates will be notified of the cost and the number available to purchase ahead of the event. 
Any travel or accommodation costs associated with attending the ceremony must be covered by the graduate/guest.
	
Gown hire: approx. £39.
Graduate tickets: Free
Guest tickets: approx. £20 – 25.
Travel/accommodation: Costs vary depending on personal preferences.
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