BCA–NCCR Research Development Awards 2026
Application Form
Funded by the British Chiropractic Association (BCA), these awards support research that advances chiropractic care and improves musculoskeletal health.
The deadline for applications is midnight on 19 June 2026. Please submit your application as a single PDF document to research@hsu.ac.uk.
If you have any queries or would like to discuss your application, please contact us prior to submission via research@hsu.ac.uk.

SECTION ONE – LEAD APPLICANT
Applications must be led by a UK Higher Education Institution (HEI) or a UK-based research organisation with the capacity to lead and manage research (for example, NHS organisations or recognised research institutes). If you are unsure about your organisation’s eligibility, please contact us in advance of submitting an application.
	Proposed name of project

	

	Confirm the proposed project end date and duration (projects must start on 1 October 2026 and run for 9–12 months)

	Start date
	1 October 2026

	End date
	
	Duration
	

	Lead applicant’s contact details

	Name:
	
	Position:
	

	Employing organisation:
	
	Email address:
	

	Application is led by an NCCR partner organisation:        Yes  ☐              No  ☐

	Signed by Lead Applicant: 
By signing this, you confirm that all the information provided in this form is accurate and complete to the best of your knowledge and if funded you take responsibility for the successful planning, execution, and management of this project/initiative.

	Signature: 

	Date: 



SECTION TWO – COLLABORATORS 
1. NCCR partner organisations involved as collaborators (whilst not all NCCR partners need to be involved, an ambition of the NCCR is to increase collaboration across the partnership, and at least one NCCR partner organisation must be involved in each project):
	NCCR partner organisation
	Tick if involved
	Name(s) of collaborators
	Contact detail of collaborators
	Role(s) of collaborators

	Health Sciences University
	
	
	
	

	London South Bank University
	
	
	
	

	McTimoney College of Chiropractic
	
	
	
	

	Teesside University
	
	
	
	

	University of South Wales
	
	
	
	



2. Other collaborators involved, for example, other higher education institutions, private practices, NHS bodies, charity partners, business/industry, or international partners (please list any collaborators who are not part of the NCCR, and their role):
	



3. Are any of the project team members considered to be early career researchers? If so, please provide a description and explain the mentorship or supervision arrangements that will be implemented (up to around 150 words):
	




SECTION THREE – RESEARCH PROPOSAL
4. Provide a lay summary of the proposed project (up to around 150 words):
	



5. Please state the aims and objectives of the project (up to around 150 words):
	



6. Provide a full project description, including some background information, a description of the research design and methodology, the key milestones and timings demonstrating delivery within the proposed timeframe and budget, and the main ethical considerations (up to around 500 words):
	



7. Please list the specific, measurable outputs that will be delivered within the project timeframe (e.g. journal submission, conference presentation, policy briefing). These should be concrete deliverables rather than broader impact goals (up to around 150 words):
	



8. Please describe your approach to Patient and Public Involvement (PPI), including how patients/public will be involved in the design, delivery and/or dissemination of the project. PPI should be proportionate and meaningful (up to around 150 words):
	



9. Please describe any relevant Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) considerations in your project (optional, up to around 150 words):
	




SECTION FOUR – IMPACT & DISSEMINATION
10. Please clearly explain the public benefit of this research, including how it will benefit patients, the chiropractic profession, healthcare practice and/or policy (up to around 150 words):
	



11. Please describe your impact and dissemination plan, including who you need to reach, how you will reach them, and when outputs will be delivered (up to around 250 words):
	



12. Summarise how the project will build capacity and accelerate the impact of the NCCR partnership (up to around 150 words):
	



13. Please explain how this project aligns to the BCA priority areas[footnoteRef:1] including how the initiative would lead to impact or add value to any existing activities (up to around 150 words): [1:  BCA priority areas include safety and evidence-based practice, patient-centred chiropractic care, chiropractors’ professional identity, the integration of chiropractors into the NHS, and community-based MSK care.] 

	




SECTION FIVE – FUNDING
14. What is the funding sum you are requesting for your project? Please provide a breakdown by full economic cost (fEC) categories of how the funding will be used, including the funding allocation to each collaborating organisation (add more rows as required).
Applications must be costed at 100% fEC. The scheme will fund up to 80% of fEC, subject to a maximum award value of £13,500. Indirect and estates costs must not exceed 10% of the total award value. Funding should primarily support direct research activity.
	14a. Directly allocated staff costs

	Cost item
	Organisation incurring the cost
	100% fEC
	80% funding

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	Total funding requested
	£



	14b. Directly incurred costs

	Cost item
	Organisation incurring the cost
	100% fEC
	80% funding

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	Total funding requested
	£



The total requested funding for indirect and estates costs must not exceed 10% of the total award value.
	14c. Indirect and estate costs

	Cost item
	Organisation incurring the cost
	100% fEC
	Capped at 10% of total award

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	£
	£

	
	
	Total funding requested
	£



	14d. Total funding requested (this must not exceed £13,500)

	Total funding requested
	£



15. Please describe your plans for securing further external funding following this project. This may include research council funding, charity funding, NIHR programmes, or partnerships with industry, healthcare, or other organisations. Please indicate the types of funders you intend to target and how this project will support that progression  (up to around 150 words).
We particularly welcome proposals that support the development of research that can lead to further funding or larger-scale activity.
	



Thank you for completing the application form. Please submit it as a single PDF document to research@hsu.ac.uk by midnight on 19 June 2026.
Applications will be assessed through independent external peer review, with final funding decisions made by the NCCR Steering Group.
